
NOIHDNOIS
.8 UTOOOH

H

O]]V]SINVW IUU]X

https://www.libris.ro/kingdom-of-the-feared-kingdom-of-the-wicked-3-9781399703222--p28815521.html


sEA,\ rrrJols lualorl V 'aArAJns ol 'l(E,lrE ,!1 or Surulel a]euur ]Erl]
o1 Eurualsq 'uosEas aqt ,o Sururnt aqt lla, sprrq [ervr aql rr8uru

,o ulqs eqr Pasuas PEq ErJos 'ol peeu r,uplp daql 'ulr8 os a\nb

papunos luper{ Ipuno) aq} 'Surtaatu tsBI arl} }e 'q8noql
'lou ro pauorlJuEs 'suoIlJE

req uo puadap 11am .,fuaa rqSrur ualo) aql Jo erE, er{I 'rrSeur >1.rep

qlu'r ztros or ivro{ Paulllno }Bq} arlorulr$ z[1uo aql :s11ads ,o {ooq
]srIJ aql IEals ol Elros Pa)ul^uor d11eur; lEr{l esJn) rreq} o} Pa})au
-uoc ztraqdord snora8uep aqt lnoqe srnurJnu tualsrsur asoql

sem ll 'JEa Jaq ur salgl 8ur1qno.4 Eurradsrgr* 1da1 suorsrl 1sa

-l\au Jar{ uaqr* z(l1eDadsa 'ua>1o.lq eq 01 tuEeur sral\,\ salnJ atuos

palerleq rulrolues egoq /puulsr aqt uo sraes lseq eql Jo euo sv
'Surdns ro, pasn aq ol JaAa

sJoJJrur >lJBIq aJaM 'ecuElsurnf,JrJ ou Japun 'puy 'pauowuns aq

ra^au Plnoqs Ir^aP eql :s1r,rEl1o rsaqSrq rraql eq o1 peraprsuo) srar

-lEuI ozvt.l roj aABS 'Suiqrdue uo paa.rSe g1gplas Slapp UaAO)

:lUO:lIg
SUVTA AIN:IMI



KERRI MANISCALCO

gathcring on the horizon. She had no wings, and even if she did,

Sofia refused to flee without he r family.

Breaking two rules to potentiallv save dozcns of witches

sccmed likc thc. right thing tu do. Any information Sofia could

gather about the curse before cithcr" the Wicked nr the Feared took

their rcvenge rvoLrld only benefit their coven. Surely the elders

wotrld understancl.

Placing the black mirrcrr on the floor in Deatl-r's temple along

with the foiJ-starnped spell book, she gathercd her skirts and knelt

bcfore the objects. A shudder went rhrortgh her that had nothing

to do with the cold stone seeping through her thin muslin lavers.

She stared into thc forbidden mirror, its inky surfoce teminding

her of the still watcrs of a lake she'd once visited to collect fresh-

watcr stoncs for hcr spells.

Except this surface didn't have any soothing rnoonlight shin-

ing overhcad, blessing her path. In [act, it seemc'd to devour any

iight that dared to totrch it. Any manncr of demon might be lurk-

ing bclow the unknown depths, waiting to strike.

She cxhalcd the fcar away, It was tir-nc to do what shc'd come

to do, then go home to her family. Rernoving the slim dagger frorn

her skirt pocket, she hc.ld the point to her fingertip and pressed

rrntil a bead of blood rvclled up, rcd as thc clcvil's cyes"

Rising bac,k to her feet, Sofiir rvalked to the altal in the ccntcr

of the room. One didn't pcrform magic in a goddess's temple with-
out {irst paying tribute.

On eithcr side of the altar, fire crackle d in the offering bowls she'd

lit earlicr, the tendrils of smoke curling rhrough the air, as if beckon-

ing her to step into the underworld. She swore she felt eyes on her,

watching from the shadows, waiting to see i[ she was bold enough to

cross thirt forbidden boundary. Sofia's gazc swL'pt around the quiet

chambel, falling on the two I
astery. Dark days called for r

Holding her pricked fir
bowls, she watched blood d

the flames. Sofia quickly m

repeated the gesture with *
Satisfied she'd paid enc

tion, she turned and retrir

fingerprint she left on the br

on the north and south poir

book and began chanting.

For a few tense beats, tl
smoke started swirling wit
picking up speed like the h

some demon circles, confusr

find themselves there.

"Goddess, protect me."

Sofia leaned closer to thr

about their enemies. Any in
cially since all their memori

curse with each passing full
a window to the underworl,

glimpse of the demon realm

"Show me how to break

The mirror pulsed as if
and agreed to grant her wish
began flickering over the di

ized she was being shown a:

She let out a quiet breath. '

she'd used, it was similar to l
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KERRI MANISCALCO

The rnagic propelled thc. images to lcave the nrirror and swirl
around her as if she were standing there the moment the'y hap-

pened. She saw a dark thronc room, a fnrious demon.

Bits and pieces of thc familial appeared, btrt the magic must

not havc bc.en working, Ccrtain images wercn/t aligning with
thcir history or r,vhat Sofia knew of the prophecy. Shc watchcd

as a witch, who rnust bc tlre First Witch, cursed that clemern. Her

ve ngea nce and hate were so powerf ul Sofia corrld practical ly f ecl it
through the illusiorr.

Next shc saw a strange well with crystals--memory stones,

thousands of thern. Thc scenc abrtrptly shifted again, this time

to a small cottagc ovcrlooking the sea, A young rvitch-onc she

knew wcll-gr ipped a nrcm()ry stonc in onc hand and a dagger in

thc other" The First \,Vitch had [',cen the re, too, handing thc. witch
the stonc that would take away whatever she rvishcci to forgct. The

images faded, needing more magic to fLrcl them.

"Waitl" Sofia criccl out.

f)esperate to learn more, she grippcd the skull resting on thc

south point and whispercd a spell that rnadc it sharrcr, scattcr-

ing bone shards across the dark surfacc, hoping the mirror w,;uld

nse them to fucl more images" And it did. Except oncc more thcy
wercn't quite whar she'cl expected. Sophia saw her island, then

flickcrs of otherr unfamiliar cities and times blccding in and taking
over. The images hacl to bc wrong.

Yet...if they weren't. thcn evervthing thc coven elders had

told them had been a lie, lncluding where thcy wcre from.

It was so prep()sterous; there was no woy titat could bc true.

Dctermincd to figure out the mystcry, shc reachcd for the last

skull. This one had rubies in its eyes, an added gift for the god-

dess who rulecl over tl-rc dcad. Sofia shattercd th.. skull and was

immediately thrust into an

witch from earlier appearer

Sophia's shoulder, shaking

Heart thundering, Sof

back into focus, Fearful of r

vision, she snatched her da1

landing on the person who'

back the hood on her cloak,

Sofia's shoulders sluml

For one frightening mom(

enemy. "Thank the goddr

incredible about our curse

Witch's daughter is, at leasr

discovery."

Sofia was too full of dar

learned, to notice the dange

eyes. "Neither will you."

"I don't understand-"
With a flick of her wrir

spell that knocked Sofia t
the altar, causing her to se

momentarily stunned. Befo

a protection spell of her ou

the mirror the other witch :

playing across its dark surfa,

Sofia opened her mouth
do more than speak in tongr

strange images the mirror h
If she'd been about to

remember why.
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KERRI MANISCALCO

She starcd, not truly seeing, as the othcr witch retrievcd the

first book of spells and slowly made her way through the tcmple,

nevcr oncc glancing back at her friend. All the while Sofia quietly

repeated one 1-rh1n5c, a chant, a benediction, a plea.

Or perhaps it was the key to unlocking everything. . .

'As abovc, so bclow."

ONE

At[ at once, ca.dics f]a:,
bedchamber.

Despite my best efforts

ous lips curved upward on

from where he stood on the

to my mouth and remained r

His heated stare coaxed

over me just as gold-tipped

zling and crackling like mad

It was a welcome feeling,

swept in earlier and settled

Triple Moon Mirror broke sc

Something I refused to e

Lingering near Wratht I

knew it wasn't his namesakr

private chamber. It was the
the passion I'd ignited when
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KERRI MANISCALCO

he was-and still agreed to bccomc his wicked qLtec'n. Since hc'd

,rlready stolcn my soul, I was now offering him my body. Without

Eiames or magical bonds urrging us together. Without focusing on

Vittoria and thc way my heart ached cacl-r time I thoLrght o[ rny

twin's cleception.

My eyes prickled with unshed tears just thinking of mv sistcr

now, and I tried dcsperately to rcin in my ernotions' Wrnth woLrld

sensc my hurt, and it was a convcrsation I didn't wish ttl have.

T'hat sorrow could wait until I met my twin on rhc mvsterious

Shif ting Islcs totnorrow an.l heard what she had to sily'

Until thc.n, I didn't warlt to spcnd another mintrte wondering

why shc'd fakcd her death. C)r how she could hurt mc so horribly

for so long. I'd already givc'n Vittoria months of my tears and f ury

while on my path to avengc her.

Tonight i simply wanted Wrath. Samael. King of demous.

Most fcared of the scven imntortal princes of Hell. C]eneral of

War and the literal devil. Tcrlptatiort and sin madc flcsh" A night-

mare to some, but to me he currcntly lookecl like a dream. And if
the cursed dernon didn't crawl betr,r'ccn thc shects with me this

instant, I'd unlcash a bit of hell mysclf.

'Arc yott going to stand ottt therc all night, your majcsty?" I

arched a brow, but Wrath's solitary rc'sponsc was a slight narrow-

ing of iris goLlen-eycd gaze. Stubborn, untrlrsting crcature. (Jnly

he woLrld qucstion why I stor-,d in a state oi utrdtcss before his bed

irncl not simply unlcash his baser, carnal urges like I dcsirecl. "lf
yeru requirc further proof of mv decision . . ."

"Emilia."

The way he said only rly name mac{c me brace rnysclI for dis-

irppointment. His tonc indicated we needed to talk, and talking

rvas thc absolute worst thing I could imagine right now.'lalking

would lead to tears, and tha

deeply seeing Vittoria earlir

myself in Wrath's addictive

"Please don't," I said, qr

The demon looked appr

me to want but never need,

didn't care if that made me w
own bedroom suite alone. I c

fort, a connection. Some bit o

)ust then, the sheer cur
the balcony fluttered in the.
half-naked queen. It was as .

be united. With softly flicke

bedchamber exuded quiet ser

of whispers: the ones where r

against lips, and the whispers

Two things I wished to e

By his own admission

actions over words. And wit
remained motionless outsid

off my boots. I couldn't tell it
Vittoria and misinterpreted

wanted to complete the next

Sleeping together was ol

to become husband and wife
be married, b:utl wanted to <

Given how we'd first met
then accidentally binding hi
both vowed to hate each othr
stood if that was the source c
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KERRI MANISCALCO

Several months ago, I wotrld have claimed tonight an improb-

ability, too. That was beforc I acknowledged there was more to our

story. That l l',urncd fol him as fierccly as thc fiery rose-gold flow-

crs I could summon from my fingertips at will. Another thing I

would have thought impossible, and one m()-re mystery f,,r me to

solve along i,l'ith the trlrth of who I actually was. But all that could

wair. The only thing I wanted to think of now was claiming my

demon king.

Snowflakes started falling around him, lightly dusting his

dark hair ernd broad shoulders, yct he didn't appear to notice. The

harsh ele ments of this lvinter realm never seemed to bother him,

though that was probably because he was a force L)f nature to bc

reckoned with himself.

I held his intense gaze as I shimmied thc tight brceches over

my hips and stepped ont of them, tossil-rg thern on top of thc tunic'

Wrath's breathing all but stopped when he noticed I hadn't l.,ecn

wearing undcrgarments. Fisrs clenched ar his sides, his knuck-

les went bone white from the strain. Not exactly the reaction I'd

hoped for r:pon disrobing.

Brow furrowed, I silently replayecl trttr cxchange, carefully

rccalling each word. After tricking me into a blood bargain with

him-to ensLlre none of his brothers took advantage of mc when

I first crossed into the undcrworld-l'd asked if he still considcred

me his.

Now rvhile rigidly standing outsidc in thc snow not making

a rlove to follow me into his very warm and inviting bcdcham-

bcr, I worried I'd misunderstood him. He'd said only that he didn't

require time to think it over. Which, tcchnically, didn't mean he

considercd me hls.

"Have you changed your mtndi"' I asked.

Wrath scanned my face

willingly choose me. Knowi
They weren't questions,

'And this decision has n

He watched me carefull

even the slightest shift in I

me to his bed if he believed

was driving me there. For o

offered him nothing but tru
ward together, the games be

"I wanted you that ni1

that. . . do you remember wh

ication from me while we tri
take me then, too. Those tin
ria." I forced myself to hold ,

I was, 'And I realized tonigh
always been there for me. you

ideal by mortal standards, bu

help me. I want you, andftha
After a long pause that h;

prowled from the balcony inr

distance between us. His att

my lips before it dipped lowe:

A knee-clenching savager

devoured me inch by brutal i
between my thighs that sur

rumbled in his chest, confirrr
I sincerely hoped he allor

free tonight. I wanted to er

thing he'd just dreamed up.
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KERRI MANISCALCO

He flashecl a grin born of sinful promisc, indicating hc w,rs

morc than willing to deliver,

Even with the chill clinging to hinr frorn the storm, I felt

anything but cold as ]re neared. Between his scorching $tarc and

the way he silcntly rraced each of my curvcs as if plotting all the

things he was about to c{o . . . it was almost cnongh to mclt rr-rc righr

then and therre.

" Iell me cvery dark i'lesire, Emilia"-hc tiltcd rly facc

upr-"errery fantasy you wish to come true'" His fingcrs lightly

stroked thc pulse point at my throat bet'ore he brought his rnouth

to mine, the kiss a mc1'c brtrsh of his lips that lcft mc brcathlcss

and wanting. Hc pulled back and slcrwly ran his hancls down my

silhouettc. 'And I vow to makc every onc of them happe'tr'"

My focus roved ovc'r the expanse of fine clothes and rhc hard

body hidden ttnt{e'rneath thcm" "l have c1'titc a few idc'as'"

Thc new look he gave mc inciicatcd he had some intcr"esting

ideas of his own

We mrght argtte elscwhcre, but in this we wcrc blesscclly

uniterl, I pullcd him in for anothcr kiss, wanting ttt chcrish this

moment for cternity. Soon the slveet kiss ttrrned ravctrotts, nci-

thcr one of us content with bcing slow or delicate anvmorc' Wc

wcre beings fueled by ragc, by passion. And I wantec{ our first

joining to bc as cxplosivc as otlr tempcrs.

If Wrath wished to give me cvery dark desirc Id cvcr l-rad, I

hoped hc w,rs prcparcd to kccp up. I nippcci his lower lip, and with

a growl of approval, he rcspt,nded in kind.

Wrath qrrickly dcemed war on my mouth and battled likc

the gcneral hc was, taking no prisoncrs. Therc wils owncrship in

rhis kiss, pr:rssession, And I gave it right back. Hc was tnlnc' Every

inch of his wicked soul, eve;

to me.

His hands caressed my
in my belly, spreading with
gers, Of all the times for hir

I yanked his suitjacket r

before ripping it apart, need

He broke away from our

"Boring as virtues normally
right now."

"ln this instance, I hop,r

recall, you once asked if I'd l

be." I ran my attention ovr

flashed. "Is this truly your t
'Are you challenging m
I lifted a shoulder, knc

enjoying the reaction it spa

trousers/ he didn't appear to
I am, what will you do then?

"Get on the bed, my ladr

His voice was soft, but ,

mand. I boldly stepped backv

against it, fingers sinking ir
on its edge. Once, I'd imaginr

bare skin.

I was about to find out.

Wrath jerked his chin, in
the bed, not simply perched

ipation, I lifted myself up ar

i+
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